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Introduction 
 

Mobile Net Switch is an award-winning and feature complete program for Windows XP, Windows 

Vista and Windows 7. It enables you to use your computer on more than one network or location 

with the click of a button. Mobile Net Switch allows you to automatically switch network related 

settings on the fly based on location profiles. With the click of a single button you can set Drive 

mappings, Internet connection settings, Printer settings, IP settings, Wi-Fi settings and much more. 

Mobile Net Switch is easy to install and easy to use. You do not need any special (Administrator) 

permissions. The interface is very powerful but still easy to use. Switching locations is performed 

instantly. 

Mobile Net Switch makes Windows Multi-Network. 
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Installation 
 

This chapter describes the installation of Mobile Net Switch on a single computer (Local Installation) 

and on multiple computers (Network Installation). 

Local installation 

To install Mobile Net Switch on your computer, simply download the installer from 

www.MobileNetSwitch.com/Download 

Start the installation by double-clicking on the MobileNetSwitch3.MSI installer file and follow the 

instructions on your screen. After the installation has finished, you will find a new entry in the Start 

Menu and a shortcut on your desktop. You can start Mobile Net Switch immediately. 

Network installation 

When you want to install Mobile Net Switch on multiple computers via unattended installation, you 

can use the procedure described below; 

1. Download and install the program (MobileNetSwitch3.msi) on a machine. 

2. Register the program and configure the appropriate settings. 

3. Export the Mobile Net Switch configuration to 'settings.reg' using the 'Export Settings' option in 

the menu 'Options'. 

 

You now have the installation file (MobileNetSwitch3.msi) and the settings file (settings.reg).  

Use the following steps to perform an unattended installation; 

1. Run the MSI installer package using the /q parameter; 

MobileNetSwitch3.msi /q 

 

2. Import the settings using the regedit command; 

regedit /s settings.reg  

 

You can place these two commands in a batch file or (logon)script for automatic deployment.  

The program will now be installed, configured and registered.  

 

This procedure works best when the target machine is configured in the same way as the source 

machineΦ aƻōƛƭŜ bŜǘ {ǿƛǘŎƘ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ όŜΦƎΦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέύΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΣ ŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 

network names. Also, registration is based on the domain/workgroup membership of a machine. If 

the target machine is member of a different domain/workgroup, you have to register the program 

once when you start it for the first time. 

Moving settings to a new computer 

To move your current settings to a new machine, follow the procedure below; 

On the old machine; 

1. Export the Mobile Net Switch configuration to 'settings.reg' using the 'Export Settings' option in 

the menu 'Options'. 

http://www.mobilenetswitch.com/Download
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On the new machine; 

1. Download and install the program (MobileNetSwitch3.msi) on a machine. 

2. Before you start Mobile Net Switch, double click the exported configuration of your old machine. 

3. Start Mobile Net Switch. If the new machine is member of a different domain/workgroup, enter 

your registration information again. 

Tip: Mobile Net Switch stores network connection information based on the connection name e.g. 

ά[ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 2έύΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

connection name(s) with the connection name(s) on the target machine. 

 
      ό/ƘŀƴƎŜ ά\[ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴϐέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜύ 

 

Tip 2: 

To transfer Windows settings, files, user accounts and more from your old machine, use the 

Microsoft Windows Easy transfer tool. This tool is build into Windows 7 by default. For Windows XP 

and Vista, a separate download is required; 

 

Windows Easy Transfer for Windows XP:  

http://www. microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2b6f1631-973a-45c7-a4ec-

4928fa173266 

Windows Easy Transfer for Windows Vista:  

http://www. microsoft.com/windows/windows-vista/get/easy-transfer.aspx 

Windows Easy Transfer for Windows 7:  

Build in; see: Start Menu -> All Programs -> Accessories -> System Tools -Ҕ άWindows Easy Transferέ 

More information is available at: http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674.aspx  

Un-installation 
To uninstall Mobile Net Switch, use the Programs and Features applet in the Control Panel (In 

Windows XP, this applet is called Add/Remove Software). After un-installation you can remove the 

following registry keys to remove your Mobile Net Switch location profiles; 

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\CNS 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2b6f1631-973a-45c7-a4ec-4928fa173266
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2b6f1631-973a-45c7-a4ec-4928fa173266
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-vista/get/easy-transfer.aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd446674.aspx


 

  
Page 7 

 
  

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\CNS (this registry key is not present on all Mobile Net Switch 

installations) 

Registration 

Mobile Net Switch can be evaluated for up to 45 days before a license is required. Please note that 

Mobile Net Switch will not stop working after the evaluation period. However you are required to 

purchase a license if you continue to use Mobile Net Switch. 

To register Mobile Net Switch, and remove the splash-screen, go to 

www.MobileNetSwitch.com/Order and purchase the correct license. When you use Mobile Net 

Switch on your own computer, purchase a Single-User License. When you want to use Mobile Net 

Switch on multiple computers in a corporate environment, purchase a License Pack. 

 

  

http://www.mobilenetswitch.com/Order
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Using Mobile Net Switch for the first time 
 

When you start Mobile Net Switch for the first time, Mobile Net Switch will ask you if the program 

should be started automatically when Windows starts. After you made your selection, Mobile Net 

{ǿƛǘŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά5ŜŦŀǳƭǘέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ The 

ά5ŜŦŀǳƭǘέ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏontain basic information of your current location. 

When you have deleted all profiles, Mobile Net Switch will automatically create a new empty profile 

ƴŀƳŜŘ ά5ŜŦŀǳƭǘέΦ 

Creating Network Connection Profiles 

You can create an unlimited number of Connection profiles in Mobile Net Switch. Use the Add 

button on the top of the main program dialog, or the Menu option άProfilesά -> άAddά.  

 

Mobile Net Switch asks you to enter a name for the new location and allows you to setup an empty 

profile, or detect the current settings of your machine. 
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After you click the άOkέ button, the new Connection profile is created and you can review or modify 

the settings using the tabs on the left side of the screen (Main, Network, Internet, etc) 

Activating a Mobile Net Switch Connection profile 

When you connect your laptop to a network, start Mobile Net Switch and select the correct profile. 

Click the Activate button on the right side of the screen to instantly configure your machine with the 

correct settings. After the Mobile Net Switch profile has been activated, you can Hide or Close 

Mobile Net Switch. 

 
(Mobile Net Switch activation dialog;  

showing you exactly what configuration was switched for the selected location) 

Using Mobile Net Switch without local Administrator privileges 
aƻōƛƭŜ bŜǘ {ǿƛǘŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΦ On Windows 

Vista, 2008 and 7, the security is handled by the MNSFramework service, you do not have to 

configure any additional settings. 

When using Mobile Net Switch on Windows XP or Windows 2003, you will either need to configure 

an account with Administrator privileges once in the Options -> Security Context menu. Mobile Net 

Switch will use this information to elevate the security context of the MNS.exe process when 

required (e.g. when enabling or disabling a network card, changing IP settings, etc) 

Or you can configure Mobile Net Switch to use the MNSFramework service. Change the following 

registry key:  

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\CNS\ 

ForceVistaCompMode      (REG_SZ) 

Value: True 
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Mobile Net Switch configuration 
 

This chapter describes the rich functionality of Mobile Net Switch. Each topic describes a different 

tab of Mobile Net Switch. The tabs (Main, Network, Internet, etc) are a grouping of related functions 

and ensure the extensive features of Mobile Net Switch are easy to configure with the least amount 

of clicks. It also provides a familiar and easy to use interface. 

Main tab 

The Main tab allows you to specify a username and password. This information is used when 

mapping drives. Include the domain name when entering the username (e.g. Domain1\User2). 
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Drive Mappings 

The Drive mapping dialog allows you to connect a share to a drive letter. The Connection frame 

allows you to specify what letter must be used (first, last, or fixed drive letter). You can also specify 

alternate credentials for each drive mapping. 

 

The Drive Mapping dialog also allows you to connect to the IPC$ share of a server. This will 

(pre)authenticate you to a server, without mapping an actual drive. 

 

Tip: you can also use the variable %username% when mapping a drive.  

For example:   \ \FileServer01\Users\%username% 
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How to configure a proxy server 

The proxy server frame allows you to enter the proxy server you want to use with your Internet 

Browser. Mobile Net Switch supports Internet Explorer, Firefox, Opera and Google Chrome. 

 

Mobile Net Switch supports the following proxy options per profile; 

¶ aŀƴǳŀƭ tǊƻȄȅ {ŜǊǾŜǊ όǎŜƭŜŎǘΥ άUse A Proxy Server for your LAN Connectionέύ 

¶ Proxy ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ όǎŜƭŜŎǘΥ άUse automatic configuration scriptέύ 

¶ bƻ tǊƻȄȅ {ŜǊǾŜǊ όǎŜƭŜŎǘΥ άClear proxy server at profile activationέύ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ άAutomatically detect settingsέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

WPAD (Web Proxy Auto Discovery Protocol). 

You can configure what proxy exceptions to use. By default, Internet Explorer will exclude local 

addresses from the proxy server. You can configure this Internet Explorer setting Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ά.ȅǇŀǎǎ 

ǇǊƻȄȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄΦ 
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Switching Firefox Proxy settings 

Due to the design of Firefox, the program must be closed before the proxy settings can be modified. 

When you activate a profile that contains a proxy server (and Firefox is running). You will see the 

following dialog.  

 

Click thŜ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΧέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ CƛǊŜŦƻȄ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ 

again. The Firefox process will be automatically closed by Mobile Net Switch at profile activation. As 

CƛǊŜŦƻȄ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ΨŎǊŀǎƘ-ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘo restore Firefox with one click; 

   

 

¢ƘŜ ά!ǳǘƻ ǊŜǎǘŀǊǘΧέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ aƻōƛƭŜ bŜǘ {ǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ CƛǊŜŦƻȄ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ 

activation.  
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Network tab 
The network tab of Mobile Net Switch allows you to configure the network connections on your 

machine. You can select network connections from the drop down list. Using the Enable checkbox 

next to the drop down list, you can enable or disable network connections at profile activation.  

 

Tip: Windows 7 disables network adapter(s) when they are not plugged in and your machine is 

running on battery (Smart Network Power). If you plug-in your power or network cable before 

activating a profile, Mobile Net Switch will automatically detect your network card at profile 

activation and you not need to refresh the network list. 

 

To prevent Windows 7 from unloading your network card driver. Disable this power saving feature 

via the Device Manager (devmgmt.msc) -> Select the Properties of your network card -> Select the 

"Power Management" tab -> Uncheck "Allow the computer to turn off this device..." 

 
 

Also check your machines BIOS settings. Most brands (HP, Dell) allow you to configure/disable the 

LAN power management. 


